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Species: Blue Grosbeak

Number: 1

Age: After second year

Sex: female

DateYouSawlt: 2003/05/12

Time: 1515

Duration: 1515-1645

DatesKnownInArea: May 12th -14th or 15th?

ExactLocationSeen: The bird was on the beach hanging out in the Marram grasses along or just above
the high water mark at the end of South Point Trail in Rondeau Provincial Park.

Habitat: shallow sand dunes covered in marram grasses and dogwood shrubs, forest behihd
Weather: Cold morn'mg,. overcast, with periodic drizzle

KindOfLighting: steady light, overcast conditions, with light rain

ObserverDistance: up to 2m

OpticsUsed: 10X40 Bushnell Legends

Photographs: Taken

Video: Taken

Hlustration: Made

DateThisReportWritten: Dec 11, 2003. Notes made on 12th May

CircumstancesOfTheObservation: I was leading what turned into a very successful birding hike for
The Friends of Rondeau down toward the south end of Rondeau Provincial Park. I turned around with



the group about 300 meters before a spot where the trail has been washed out from the Lake. Donald Pye
(a member in the group) continued on down the trail. When we got to the entrance of South Point Trail
Don came running and told me the he thinks he may have found a Blue Grosbeak on the beach. So I
went with him to find the bird which we refound approx. 1555 at which point I confirmed to Don that it
was indeed a Blue Grosbeak. It was hopping around the beach by itself mostly working its way up and
down the beach. Tanagers were exhibiting the same behaviour that day in the colder weather.

Description: The bird was about House Sparrow size (larger in a more bulky sense). Med-
brown/chesnut coloured head with a dark eye. The throat was light and a lighter brown on the back with
light streaking. The belly and chest was a buffy cream which became lighter in the lower belly, faint
streaking on the sides. The wings were dark brown with the exception of two strong buffy wing bars,
stronger in the greater coverts, and buffy edging on the tertials. There was a little blue on the shoulder
and at the base of the tail leading to my thought of it being a after second year bird although I don't have
much experience with the species. The tail was dark and was twitched or bobbed resembling Hooded
Warbler flicking behaviour, but less obvious... It was eating grass seeds and hopped its way along the
beach.

SimilarSpecies: Indigo Bunting females were eliminated by a much larger size, the presence of strong
wing bars, and a larger stronger bill and head, a GROSbeak so to speak. House Sparrow female was
clminated by the presence of blue and a plainer plumage including the strong wing bars.

ExperienceWithSpecies: zero

ReferencesConsulted: none by Stuart A. Mackenzie, I believe Donald Pye was using a Peterson Field
Guide

AdditionalCommentary: I am not sure what previous reports have been made of the bird as it was
around for a few days, but I felt it neccessary to report the original finding. Donald Pye (address below)
was the first to find the bird(1515), which was brought to my attention and confirmed to him by myself
around 1555 on May 12, 2003. Other observers seeing the bird at the time of Donald's first discovery
was a Irish couple, addresses below.

DescriptionMadeFrom: Field Notes

OriginalFinder: Donald Pye 1804 Trillium Dr. Wardsville ON NOL 2NQO (519) 693-4947

OtherObservers: Michael O'Donnell and Janet Whelehan 4 Ballyfree Co. Wicklow, Ireland 0404-
44829

Name: Stuart Mackenzie

Address: c/o Bird Studies Canada, PO Box 160
City: Port Rowan

Province: ON

Postal: NOE 1MO

Email: smacke03(@uoguelph.ca
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